20th March 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
We continue to act upon and respond to government advice. With this in mind, Our Lady and St Bede
Catholic Academy will close on Monday 23 March for general provision of Education.
We will remain open to provide a provision for vulnerable pupils and children of critical workers in categories
listed in Government guidance.
We will also aim to continue the learning for all children remotely through TEAMS and further guidance is
available for parents and pupils on the school website. Your support in encouraging pupils to continue to
engage with their regular timetabled sessions via this online platform would be hugely appreciated. Pupils
who don’t have home internet access have been given a pack of work in advance.
Further advice for critical workers
Supervised in school study for the children of key workers will start as usual at 8.40 am and finish at 3.20 pm as
per the normal school day. Please note access to the school site will be 8.00 am as usual but in line social
isolating guidance, after school clubs and revision sessions will now be cancelled and school will be closed
to pupils from 3.30 pm
From Monday morning, pupils must enter the school through the Main School Reception entrance and give
their name to a member of staff before making their way to the dining hall for breakfast.
Pupils will not be taught formal lessons as we do not have the staff to do this, but hey will be supervised in
classrooms and will complete tasks set.
Normal breakfast and lunch facilities will be available although a reduced menu may need to be offered
depending on staffing and availability of supplies. Please note that all pupils are expected to be in full school
uniform.
For safeguarding purposes, it is important that we know which pupils we are expecting on site each day. We
thank parents of key workers for their timely response today and look forward to welcoming your child on
Monday morning, We understand that your situation may differ from day to day and therefore ask that you
let us know of any change in your circumstance by 3.00 pm the previous day.
Further advice for families with children on free school meals
Stockton Local Authority will be in touch with families regarding the provision for Free School Meals. Currently
the plan involves four family hub distribution centres. We will keep you informed when we know more.
GCSE Exams
We expect to hear soon about the replacement of GCSE and A level exams. As information is published we
will use MyEd and the school website to keep parents updated.

Year 11 Leavers Celebrations:
Unfortunately the Leavers Dance in June is cancelled, however, we are hoping to hold a Leavers Dance and
Award Evening in the early part of next academic year. We will keep you informed of any developments
regarding this.
Educational Visits:
All educational visits for this academic year are cancelled. Please be assured that parents and carers will
receive a full refund in due time. Educational visits for next academic year may still go ahead, however,
please do not make any further payments until you receive confirmation of this.
Finally, we will keep parents informed around any changes as soon as we know more and I thought I would
sign off for now with this prayer:
“Tonight before falling asleep
think about when we will return to the street.
When we hug again,
when all the shopping together will seem like a party.
Let’s think about when the coffees will return to the bar,
the small talk, the photos close to each other.
We think about when it will be all a memory
but normalcy will seem an unexpected and beautiful gift.
We will love everything that has so far seemed futile to us.
Every second will be precious.
Swims at the sea, the sun until late,
sunsets, toasts, laughter.
We will go back to laughing together.
Strength and courage.
Take care, be safe and stay strong.

Mo Wilkinson
Head teacher

