23rd March 2020
Notes and updates to parents (Monday 23rd March 2020)
Dear Parents / Carers
I hope you and your families are safe and well.
I will endeavour to keep you updated regularly as and when new guidance and information
becomes available.
To that end, here are some updates and helpful reminders that I thought you might find useful. I
have also attached a letter to pupils that I would appreciate you sharing with your child.
Best wishes

Mo Wilkinson

Free School Meal Provision
We are aware that for some families school is a source of a guaranteed meal for their child. We
would like to direct families experiencing difficulties to the Stockton Local Authority Free School
Meals (FSM) service
The LA Catering service will be providing a large number of packed lunches which will be distributed
to the 4 family hubs. Families will be able to visit a hub and pick up a free packed lunch to take
away. Hubs will be open 11.30-2.00pm.
For further information, please contact HelpPoint on 01642 527225 or your nearest Family Hub:
·

Billingham Family Hub: 01642 524731

·

Redhill Family Hub: 01642 527224

·

Stockton Family Hub: 01642 528977

·

Thornaby Family Hub: 01642 528947

Locations of Hubs can be found here:
www.stockton.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/family-hubs/

KOOTH
We are also aware that a number of our pupils rely on support from school for their mental health
wellbeing. We would like to remind families of Kooth which is a free, confidential online mental
health service for children and young people that offers online counselling.
Please follow the link to find out more: www.kooth.com
Remote Learning Protocols
Our remote learning plan will only be successful if pupils understand that this is not a holiday and
that they must meet our expectations to complete work set. If this happens, I am confident that
by working in partnership between home and school our young people can come out of this
period of turbulence without having their education adversely impacted. We would appreciate
parental support with this.
Log In Issues
If your child is experiencing difficulties logging into their email account, please phone the school
number and using the menu drop down system they will be able to log their IT issue with the IT
team who will respond.
Head teacher Message to Pupils
This has been a very challenging term for our school community, but I just wanted you all to know
that the staff at Our Lady and St Bede are tremendously proud of the way you have conducted
yourselves during these unusual times.
One day, when this is all over, you will be telling your children about the time when our brilliant
nation overcame this really difficult time by sticking together to help and care for each other.
I am aware that some of you may be worried or concerned about our current situation and the
change in structure to our normal daily routines. Those feelings are understandable and a normal,
healthy part of growing up. As we explored as a community on Mental Health awareness day, “It’s
Ok not to be Ok”.
In life you will always come across difficult situations, and I urge you to be resilient, show compassion,
have faith in the professionals who are guiding us through these difficult times and don’t be afraid
to share your worries and frustrations with the person who cares for you.
Try to think of this strange situation as an adventure and use your time with your family well.
In terms of educational routines, it is really important that you adapt quickly to remote learning
routines and don’t fall into a foolish trap of thinking this is some kind of extended holiday.

Follow the instructions staff have shared through assemblies and in class over the last week and be
disciplined with your daily learning routine and you will be fine.
We will keep Year 11 pupils and families informed as to examination processes as and when we
receive information from the Government and look forward to meeting up again with you all as a
year group at our rearranged Year 11 dance sometime in the future.
We look forward to seeing the rest of our school community again very soon.
In the meantime, be kind, compassionate and use this remote learning period to get ahead of the
game.
God bless
With all our love

Mrs Wilkinson and all the staff of Our Lady and St Bede

