
Mo Wilkinson – Headteacher 
 

 
 

After studying Music at Bretton Hall Performing Arts College, Mo embarked on a career in the entertainment 
sector, traveling the world as a performer and later at an executive level working in the cruise and holiday 
park industry. She returned to the North East after the birth of her second child and in a career realignment, 

took up post as Head of Music and Public Performance at Carmel College in 2011. 
 

As her educational career progressed, Mo became Director of Carmel College Teaching School in 2014, 
working collaboratively with colleagues at a regional and national level on school improvement, workforce 

development and Initial Teacher Training development and strategies. 
 

Being a passionate advocate of the school led system, she facilitated and delivered bespoke leadership 
and training programmes for the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, as well as recognised National 

Professional Qualification programmes for North East Teaching Schools Partnership (NETSP). 
During this period, Mo relished the opportunity to collaborate with other Teaching Schools and agencies 

across the region in the development and delivery of several bespoke CPD packages in response to local 
workforce development needs, school improvement and system leadership agendas. 

 
Driven by a passion for social mobility and the most basic educational aspiration of seeking to make a 
difference for every child, she took up her first Headship in a challenging school in Darlington in 2016. 

After steering the school through a re-brokerage phase and moving it from a school improvement repair to 
improve stage, Mo successfully completed the National Professional Qualification for Executive Leaders 

(NPQEL) and worked across her previous Trust on several school improvement initiatives within her previous 
Trust. 

 
After taking up the position of Head teacher of Our Lady and St Bede Catholic Academy in September 

2019, she is proud to say she feels like she has come home both in terms of being back in Catholic 
Education and in terms of having the privilege to work again in Carmel Education Trust with such an 

innovative and inspirational team. 
 

Sara Crawshaw – Chair 
 

 
 

 
Coming Soon …. 

 
 
 



 
Michael Lee – Vice Chair 

 
 

Coming Soon …. 
 
 

 
Father Jeffrey Dodds 

 

 
 

I am a priest of the diocese of Hexham & Newcastle and was ordained in June 1993. Presently, I am Parish 
Priest of three Stockton parishes - English Martyrs and Saints Peter & Paul, St Bede’s and St Joseph’s. Having 
been brought up in Newcastle, the Stockton area of the North-East was initially very new to me! I must say, 
the Teesside welcome has been amazing. It is my home now and I am grateful to God that I can serve Him 

in this area. I am passionate about making sure our young people have the best opportunities in our 
parishes and in the local schools. As Governor of Our Lady and Saint Bede’s, I am keen for both staff and 
students to encounter the living God in all that they do. As Pope Francis keeps reminding us; the call to 

holiness is for everyone through small acts of kindness, which gathered together achieve amazing results. 
The school community is always in my daily prayers. May God bless you all. 

 
Maria Wilson 

 

 
 

I am a past pupil of Our Lady and St. Bede. Our elder daughter attended and is now at university; our 
younger daughter is currently in Y11. I am a part-time primary school teacher. My husband and I volunteer 
with a charity called Safe Families for Children, which is of great importance to us. I enjoy watching football 

and playing badminton. 
 

Anne O’Brien 
 

Anne is an Independent Governance Director. She was Board Director and Director of Clinical Governance 
& Operations at NHS Professionals the Department of Health’s company for temporary staff in the NHS, 

(wholly owned by the Secretary of State for Health). Her previous roles include clinician, general manager, 
programme management and policy development at a national level. 

She was previously Director of the Northern Ireland Clinical and Social Care Governance Support Team and 
responsible for the development and implementation of Clinical and Social Care Governance across the 
Province. She was a key member of the NHS Clinical Governance Support Team in England and the NHS 

Modernisation Agency. 



Anne Chairs the Independent Safeguarding Commission of the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle. She is a 
member of the Quality Governance Collaborative Fellowship faculty of the Royal College of Physicians 

Edinburgh and is soon to be sworn in as family court Magistrate. 

Alexandra McVeigh 
 

 
 

I am currently a History Teacher at Our Lady and St Bede Catholic Academy. I am passionate about 
providing our pupils with the best possible education so that each individual reaches their true potential. I 

also have experience within the wider Catholic life of the school and have been involved with 
extracurricular activities including the autumn fun day, the Bar Mock Trials and the Faith in Action Awards. 

I believe that good communication between the school, parents, staff, governors and pupils is essential and 
that governors play an important part in the school community. 

I am proud to be a teacher at Our Lady and St Bede Catholic Academy and I am excited about my role as 
Staff Governor as I feel it will provide me with further opportunity to work alongside staff, families and our 

community to ensure our pupils receive an enriching and fulfilling curriculum. 
 

Jeff Parkes 
 

 
 

Rev Deacon Jeff Parkes is married to Gill and has two children 20 & 18 who both attended OLSB School. He 
is a retired Police officer with recent experience of Early Intervention and prevention strategies with young 
people. Deacon Jeff currently works part time for NHS TEWV as Chaplain for Mental Health and carries out 

his Parish Ministry alongside Fr Dodds here in Stockton. 
 

Andrew Gardner 
 

 
 

After completing a degree in Theology at Leeds Trinity and All Saints, Andrew began his teaching career in 
2011 at Carmel College.  He trained to become a teacher of Religious Education through the Carmel 

Teacher Training Programme and completed his Masters in Education, focusing on the ‘Distinctive Nature of 
Catholic Schools.’ with Edge Hill University. 

 



Andrew currently teaches RE and is Lay Chaplain at Carmel College.  He is also the Trust Co-ordinator for 
Holistic and Spiritual Development, which means that he has the privilege of working with all schools across 

the Trust.  He assists in their mission to provide an outstanding experience of Catholic prayer and 
spirituality.  Aside from teaching, Andrew is Vice Chair of the Middlesbrough Catholic Fellowship, a local 
charity for children and adults with learning disabilities. He is the current Grand Knight of the Knights of St 

Columba, a fraternal Catholic organisation serving the local and global Church. He also sits on the Bishop’s 
Council for Spirituality and Worship in the Diocese of Middlesbrough. 

 


