
 

Reading Matters 
“Reading is important.  If you know how to 

read then a whole world opens up to you.” 

Barack Obama 

Welcome to our reading newsletter.  Reading is a key focus in school, and we want to share 

some of the exciting things we are going be doing to develop all students in their reading and 

to provide some ideas to assist you in your home learning. 

 

Reading Recommendations 
When the California drought 
escalates to catastrophic 
proportions, one teen is forced to 
make life and death decisions in 
this harrowing story of survival 
from New York Times bestselling 
author Neal Shusterman and 
Jarrod Shusterman. 

The drought – or the Tap-Out, as 
everyone calls it – has been going on 
for a while now. Everyone’s lives have 
become an endless list of don’ts: don’t 
water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, 

don’t take long showers. 

Until the taps run dry. 

Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into a 
warzone of desperation; neighbours and families turned 
against each other on the hunt for water. And when her 
parents don’t return and her life – and the life of her brother – 
is threatened, Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she’s 
going to survive 

Grace and Tippi are twins - 
conjoined twins. 

And their lives are about to change. 

No longer able to afford 
homeschooling, they must venture into 
the world - a world of stares, sneers 
and cruelty. Will they find more than 
that at school? Can they find real 
friends? And what about love? 

But what neither Grace or Tippi 
realises is that a heart-wrenching 

decision lies ahead. A decision that could tear them apart. One 
that will change their lives even more than they ever imagined. 

From Carnegie Medal shortlisted author Sarah Crossan, this 
moving and beautifully crafted novel about identity, sisterhood 
and love ultimately asks one question: what does it mean to 
want and have a soulmate? Shortlisted for The CILIP Carnegie 
Medal in 2016. 

Told with heart and humour, The 
Boy at the Back of the Class is a 
child's perspective on the refugee 
crisis, highlighting the importance 
of friendship and kindness in a 
world that doesn't always make 
sense. 

There used to be an empty chair at 
the back of my class, but now a new 
boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. 

He's nine years old (just like me), but 
he's very strange. He never talks and 

 Five students go to detention. 
Only four leave alive. 

Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never 
publicly broken a rule. 

Sports star Cooper only knows what 
he's doing in the baseball diamond. 

Bad boy Nate is one misstep away 
from a life of crime. 

Prom queen Addy is holding together 
the cracks in her perfect life. 

Did you know? 

Read 20 minutes a day and you will read 1,800,000 words per year.  

Children who read 1,000,000 words a year are in the top 2% of reading achievement 

When children have a home library, as little as 20 books of their own, they achieve 3 

more years of schooling than children who don’t have any at home. 

Reading for 6 minutes a day reduces stress by 68%. 



never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon 
sherbets, which are my favourite! 

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at 
all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. 
With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the 
more I find out about him, the more I want to help. 

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. 
Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . . 

And outsider Simon, creator of the notorious gossip app at 
Bayview High, won't ever talk about any of them again. 

He dies 24 hours before he could post their deepest secrets 
online. Investigators conclude it's no accident. All of them are 
suspects. 

Everyone has secrets, right? 
What really matters is how far you'll go to protect them. 

A heart-breaking and powerful 
story about a black boy killed by a 
white police officer, drawing 
connections with real-life history, 
from award-winning author Jewell 
Parker Rhodes. 

ALIVE - Twelve-year-old Jerome 
doesn't get into trouble. He goes to 
school. He does his homework. He 
takes care of his little sister. 

Then Jerome is shot by a police 
officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 
real threat. 

DEAD - As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his 
death, Jerome begins to notice other ghost boys. 

Each boy has a story and they all have something in 
common... 

Bit by bit, Jerome begins to understand what really happened - 
not just to him, but to all of the ghost boys. 

Todd Hewitt is the only boy in a 
town of men. Ever since the settlers 
were infected with the Noise germ, 
Todd can hear everything the men 
think, and they hear everything he 
thinks. Todd is just a month away 
from becoming a man, but in the 
midst of the cacophony, he knows 
that the town is hiding something 
from him -- something so awful Todd 
is forced to flee with only his dog, 
whose simple, loyal voice he hears 
too.  
 
With hostile men from the town in 

pursuit, the two stumble upon a strange and eerily silent 
creature: a girl. Who is she? Why wasn't she killed by the germ 
like all the females on New World? Propelled by Todd's gritty 
narration, readers are in for a white-knuckle journey in which a 
boy on the cusp of manhood must unlearn everything he 
knows in order to figure out who he truly is. 

The Lie Tree is a wonderfully 
evocative and atmospheric novel 
by Frances Hardinge, award-
winning author of Cuckoo 
Song and Fly By Night. 

Faith's father has been found dead 
under mysterious circumstances, and 
as she is searching through his 
belongings for clues she discovers a 
strange tree. The tree only grows 
healthy and bears fruit if you whisper a 
lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when 
eaten, will deliver a hidden truth to the 

person who consumes it. The bigger the lie, the more people 
who believe it, the bigger the truth that is uncovered. 

The girl realizes that she is good at lying and that the tree 
might hold the key to her father's murder, so she begins to 
spread untruths far and wide across her small island 
community. But as her tales spiral out of control, she discovers 
that where lies seduce, truths shatter . . . 

 

Seventeen-year-old Blade 
Morrison knows the life of a rock 
star isn't really about the glitz and 
glamour. All the new cars and 
money in the world can't make up 
for the scathing tabloid covers or 
the fact that his father is 
struggling with just about every 
addiction under the sun-including 
a desperate desire to make a 
comeback and regain his former 
fame. Haunted by memories of his 
mother-who died when Blade was 
nine-and the ruin that his father's 
washed-up legacy and life have 

brought to the family, Blade is left to figure out life on his own. 
But he's not completely alone: he's got the friendship of a jazz-
musician mentor, Robert, the secret love of his girlfriend, 
Chapel, and his music. All may not be well in the Morrison 
home, but things are looking up for Blade-that is, until he 
discovers a deeply protected family secret that further 
threatens his relationship with his family and has him 
questioning his own identity. Thrown into a tailspin, Blade 
decides that the only way that he will be able to understand. 

Have you been to… 
DRAKE The Bookshop 
27 Silver Street, Stockton, TS18 1SX 
Tel: 01642 909970 
Email: books@drakethebookshop.co.uk 
Website: www.drakethebookshop.co.uk 
 

Reading Pharmacy for lockdown- tell DRAKE your 

last read or what books you enjoy and they will 

prescribe your next lockdown read: 

 http://www.drakethebookshop.co.uk/index.php/component/virtuemart/dr-

drake-lockdown-reading-pharmacy?Itemid=546 

 

“Lovely 
bookshop, 
and warm, 
friendly staff. 
Lovely cosy 
area to sit 
and read 
with a coffee, 
and such a wide range  
of books.” 
Google Review, January 
2020 

mailto:books@drakethebookshop.co.uk
http://www.drakethebookshop.co.uk/index.php/component/virtuemart/dr-drake-lockdown-reading-pharmacy?Itemid=546
http://www.drakethebookshop.co.uk/index.php/component/virtuemart/dr-drake-lockdown-reading-pharmacy?Itemid=546


Home Learning and Reading 
 

Audible are offering free children’s audio books: 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

And a huge selection of books available for free online to read… 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/ (particularly for Y7 & Y8) 

What other resources are available? 

The Government have put together the best websites for online learning: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-

resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education 

Watch and Write 
Write a 200 word review for one of the film/TV shows below that you watch.  Take care to check 
age rating – some are more appropriate for KS3 and some KS4! 

National Theatre Live 
Watch theatre in your home! On 
Thursdays at 7pm, plays are streamed 
on YouTube and are available for a 
week after.  Examples of plays: 
Y7-9: Treasure Island, Twelfth Night 
Y10+: One Man Two Govnors, Jayne 
Eyre, Twelfth Night 
 

BBC iPlayer 
 

 

Noughts and Crosses 

His Dark Materials 

 

Netflix YouTube 
A stage adaption of An Inspector 
Calls  
 
Another brilliant story from 
the great Neil Gaiman of 
‘The Graveyard Book’: 
Coraline 

Extra Ideas for Staying Home 

Loo Roll Literary 
Characters 

As we’ve all got so many loo 
rolls…can you take the empty 
rolls and turn them into a 
characer from one of the 
books or poems you have 
studied in English? 

Joe Wicks Workout 
Complete a PE lesson with 
Joe Wicks (or another) and 
then write a 200 word 
commentary describing your 
workout. 

Family Recipe Challenge 
Cook a dish that is important 
or popular with your family. 
Write a 200 word review of 
the dish, including why you 
picked it. 

We’re all in this together 
Social distancing is in place – 
imagine that you have to pick 
2 people to spend this time 
with.  
Write a 200 word argument 
persuading others to agree 
with you. 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://readon.myon.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education


We are reading… 
Mrs Cecere is 

reading The Seven 
Deaths of Evelyn 
Hardcastle by Stuart 
Turton. It is a murder 
mystery with a twist – 
every day is the same 
day over and over again, 
and every night, at a 
party in her mansion, 
Evelyn Hardcastle is 
murdered. Every 
morning, the man sent to 
stop her murder wakes 
up as a different guest. 
Can he work with the 
other versions of himself 
to stop the murder from 
happening again and again? 

 

Mr McLeod is 

reading The Ashes of 
London by Andrew 
Taylor. It is a murder 
mystery set during and 
after the Great Fire of 
London in 1666. Perfect 
for Year 8 after they 
have studied the English 
Civil War and the Great 
Fire of London in History 
lessons! 

 

 

Non-Fiction Reading 
A personal, powerful and resonant account of the Holocaust by one of this country's 
best-loved children’s authors. By turns charming, shocking and heart-breaking, this is the 
true story of Michael Rosen’s search for his relatives who “went missing” during the Second 
World War – told through prose, poetry, maps and pictures. 

When Michael was growing up, stories often hung in the air about his great-uncles: one was a 
clock-mender and the other a dentist. They were there before the war, his dad would say, and 
weren’t after. 

Over many years, Michael tried to find out exactly what happened: he interviewed family 
members, scoured the internet, pored over books and travelled to America and France. The 
story he uncovered was one of terrible persecution – and it has inspired his poetry for years 
since. 

Here, poems old and new are balanced against an immensely readable narrative; both an 
extraordinary account and a powerful tool for talking to children about the Holocaust. 

Supported and checked by the UCL Centre for Holocaust Education. 

 

‘Read for Bede’ Week and World Book Day 2020 
Over the coming months, the school has exciting plans to open a 
significantly larger and much improved school library service in order for 
students to have a unique space to read, work and discover a love of 
reading.  From Monday 2 March 2020 to Friday 6 March 2020, students 
at Our Lady & St Bede took part in the ‘Read for Bede’ fundraising event, 
which aimed to raise money for the purchase of a substantial number of 
new books for the school library.  
 
The week was launched with an assembly during which Mr McLeod 
identified the twenty books that have had the biggest impact on his life 
and Miss Baxter explained the huge academic, social and mental health 
benefits that reading brings. Throughout the week, students were 
encouraged to read a myriad of different books during form time, in 
English lessons and at home in order to raise money - and they didn’t 
disappoint!  
 
Staff were also hugely involved, they all participated by sharing their favourite book, these were made 
into posters which features on the door of every member of staff. The staff also dressed up as their 
favourite characters for World Book Day! The week ended with a ‘shelfie’ quiz, where students tried to 
match photographs of bookshelves with the members of staff. 

 


