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Reading Matters
“I do believe something very magical can
happen when you read a good book”
J.K. Rowling
Welcome to our reading newsletter. Reading is a key focus in our school for pupils and
staff. We want to share why it is so important to read, ideas about how to encourage
your child to read and also recommend books they may enjoy.

Celebrate Word Book Day on Thursday 4th March 2021
In 2021 World Book Day, just like everything else, will be different. World Book Day
sends a powerful and positive message about books and reading, even in lockdown .
Thousands of bookshops and supermarkets are taking part in World Book Day . You
can get a book for £1. You can find out more information on World Book da y at:
https://www.worldbookday.com/.
This month’s Reading Matters is dedicated to World Book day.

GET A BOOK FOR £1! DON’T MISS OUT!

How to get a book for £1

Who are the authors of the £1 books?

OLSB VIRTUAL LIBRARY
We are excited to announce the launch of our own virtual
school library. Not only can pupils now access free books
through Oak National Academy, but they can also
access books selected, and sometimes read, by their own
teachers. Pupils will be able to follow the words on the
page and listen to the book read aloud. As we
understand the importance of literacy and the impact it
will have on their futures, teachers from all of you child's
subjects may set full or partial reading lessons either using the selected fiction book or a
text which is subject specific. Please encourage your child to read at home or visit the
new virtual library.
How to access the Virtual Library
To access the selected fiction book, pupils simply need to log onto Teams and go to their
year group Team. Click on Files and they will see a folder called 'VIRTUAL LIBRARY'. The
books will be put in this folder by chapters. We hope you child enjoys reading along with
us!

Oak National Academy – Virtual Library
A Virtual School Library, brought you by Oak National
Academy in partnership with the National Literacy Trust, is
also available for pupils to use.
Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will
provide you with free books, exclusive videos and their top
three recommended reads.
Having access to a school library is really important for children. School libraries nurture a love of
reading that can enrich children’s literacy skills, academic achievements and mental wellbeing.
Oak National Academy Virtual School Library will complement existing school libraries and will
ensure that children have access to the magical world of stories all year round, whether they are
learning at school or at home. Oak National Academy has worked with brilliant publishers and
inspiring authors and illustrators to ensure that the books and activities in our Virtual School Library
will support children’s wellbeing through reading.
Follow the link below to get started:
https://library.thenational.academy/?fbclid=IwAR02waNzsRVBECtWJt6UlqJwocbknPujYRaSmZfMZSKw_k6klahDl5yjsk
Join your local library service to discover hundreds more books and ebooks to borrow for free,
and take part in fun online activities.

Donate Books –HELP!
DO NOT FORGET YOUR BOOK!
A reading book is now a compulsory part of
every pupils’ equipment.
If you do not have access to books at home,
please see your English teacher or Mrs Franks,
the School Librarian. The school library has lots
of new books we would love you to read.

Do you have any
unwanted, good
quality books,
suitable for
teenagers and
young adults? We
would appreciate
any donations.

Reading Recommendations
‘The Bubble Boy’ by
Stewart Foster

‘Breathe’ by Sarah
Crossan

Amir is mad. He’s crazy. But
the hospital wouldn’t let a
crazy person in. They must
have interviewed him and
checked his qualifications. But
maybe he didn’t even meet
them? Maybe he hasn’t even
come from India. He might
have arrived on an alien spaceship and snuck in
here in the middle of the night.

Years after the Switch, life
inside the Pod has moved on.
A poor Auxiliary class cannot
afford the oxygen tax which
supplies extra air for running,
dancing and sports. The rich
Premiums, by contrast, are
healthy and strong. Anyone
who opposes the regime is
labelled a terrorist and ejected from the Pod to die.

Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of
his hospital room, with its beeping machines and view
of London's rooftops. His condition means he's not
allowed outside, not even for a moment, and his few
visitors risk bringing life-threatening germs inside his
'bubble'. But then someone new enters his world and
changes it for ever.

Sixteen-year-old Alina is part of the secret resistance,
but when a mission goes wrong she is forced to
escape from the Pod. With only two days of oxygen in
her tank, she too faces the terrifying prospect of death
by suffocation. Her only hope is to find the mythical
Grove, a small enclave of trees protected by a
hardcore band of rebels. Does it even exist, and if so,
what or who are they protecting the trees from?

THE BUBBLE BOY is the story of how Joe spends his
days, copes with his loneliness and frustrations, and
looks - with superhero-style bravery, curiosity and
hope - to a future without limits. Expect superheroes,
super nurses and a few tears from this truly unique
story.
Suitable for Year 7 and above

‘The Boy in the
Tower’ by Polly HoYen
When they first arrived, they
came quietly and stealthily
as if they tip-toed into the
world when we were all
looking the other way.
Ade loves living at the top of a
tower block. From his window,
he feels like he can see the
whole world stretching out beneath him.
His mum doesn’t really like looking outside – but it’s
going outside that she hates.
She’s happier sleeping all day inside their tower,
where it’s safe.
But one day, other tower blocks on the estate start
falling down around them and strange, menacing
plants begin to appear.
Now their tower isn’t safe anymore. Ade and his mum
are trapped and there’s no way out . . .

Suitable for Key Stage 3

A dystopian thriller about courage and freedom, with a
love story at its heart.

Suitable for KS4

‘The Many Worlds of
Albie Bright’ by
Christopher Edge
Winner of the Brilliant Book
Award.
Longlisted for the UKLA
Book Awards 2017 and the
Amazing Book Awards.
An extraordinary novel for
anyone who's ever been
curious.
When Albie's mum dies, it's natural he should wonder
where she's gone. His parents are both scientists and
they usually have all the answers. Dad mutters
something about Albie's mum being alive and with
them in a parallel universe. So Albie finds a box, his
mum's computer and a rotting banana, and sends
himself through time and space to find her...

Suitable for Key Stage 3

Have you been to…
DRAKE The Bookshop
27 Silver Street, Stockton, TS18 1SX
Tel: 01642 909970
Email:
books@drakethebookshop.co.uk
Website:
www.drakethebookshop.co.uk

Support our local
bookshop!
Home Learning and Reading
Audible are offering free children’s audio books: https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
And a huge selection of books available for free online to read…
https://readon.myon.co.uk/ (particularly for Y7 & Y8)

Non-Fiction Reading
‘Looking After Your Mental Health’ by Alice James & Louie
Stowell
We talk about our physical health - but not so much about how we're feeling. With
lots of practical advice, this lively, accessible guide explains why we have emotions,
and what can influence them. Covering everything from friendships, social media
and bullying to divorce, depression and eating disorders, this is an essential book
for young people.

How can you support and encourage your child to read?

