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1 February 2022
Dear Parent/Carer,
Key Stage 4 Options Choices
Year 9 is an exciting and important year for pupils where they will begin to exercise their first choices
about the subjects which they will study for their formal qualifications at Key Stage 4. To support pupils
with their options choices we will be holding a Key Stage 4 information week in school next week. During
this week each subject will deliver a lesson to give pupils an understanding of what they will study at Key
Stage 4, what the courses offered by the department are and what further education and careers
opportunities these courses will lead to. Pupils will receive an assembly to explain the options process to
them and an options booklet containing information about the options process and all the courses
offered at Key Stage 4.
Whilst we are still not yet able to organise large public gatherings in school, we will provide a virtual
options evening from Tuesday 8th February which will be available via the curriculum page on our school
website. On the virtual options evening, there will be a series of videos explaining the options process
and videos from each subject providing more information about the courses offered. These videos will
remain on the school website for several weeks until pupils have completed their options forms. I hope
that you will find the videos helpful in supporting you and your child to make an informed decision about
the subjects to study next year.
On the 8th of March, we will be holding a Year 9 Parent’s evening where you will have the opportunity
to discuss your child’s option choices with their class teachers and form tutor. We are hopeful that after
the half term we will once again be able to welcome pupils and their families back into school for faceto-face meetings though if this is not possible parent’s and carers will be able to book virtual
appointments with their child’s teachers. We will write to you nearer the time to confirm the
arrangements for the Year 9 parent’s evening.
To make their options choices pupils will need to complete an online form on Microsoft Teams. This is the
same platform that pupils use to access homework and online lessons when working from home. When
opening their Teams app pupils will have a team called Options which will contain the online form to
complete. This will be available from the beginning of options week, but I would encourage children not
to complete the form and make their options choices until after the Year 9 parent’s evening. For children
who are unable to access Teams, paper copies of the options forms will be available upon request. The
deadline for completing the options form will be Friday 11th March. If you have any further questions
about the options process, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.
Yours faithfully,

Matthew McAuley
Assistant Headteacher
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