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HEADT E AC H E R’S W E L C OM E

Dear Parent/Carer,
Happy New Year and a
warm welcome to the latest
edition of ‘Engage’ our exciting news magazine. Our
latest issue celebrates the
many achievements and successes our pupils and staff at
Our Lady and St Bede Catholic Academy have accomplished this academic year
and offers some general information and updates
which I hope you will find useful.
Our ongoing commitment to providing the best academic, emotional, social, and spiritual experience
for every child in our care remains at the heart of
everything we do, and as you read our latest issue, I
hope you get the flavour of what it is like to be part of
such a vibrant and caring community.
More than ever, exceptional education is a team
effort between home and school. I thank you for your
continued support in our quest to ensure all our children continue to receive an exceptional educational
experience here at Our Lady and St Bede Catholic
Academy.
Best wishes,
Mrs M Wilkinson
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Year 7 and 8 pupils at Our Lady and St. Bede had a wonderful,
enriching and exciting experience on retreat during October and
December. The focus of the retreats was gratitude, which enabled
the pupils to pause and reflect on some of life’s simple and greatest
gifts. Over the course of the days, the YMT team with Yr8 and school
team with Yr7 embedded a range of activities that included teamwork, skill-building, communication and independent reflection. A
great time was had by all.

CATHOLIC LIFE

RETREATS

REMEMBRANCE
To mark Remembrance Day, pupils at
Our Lady & St Bede took part in our annual Remembrance Service.
Pupils from across several year groups
stood up to read prayers, poems and
reflections, as the school paused to remember and to thank members of the
armed forces - past and present - who
have served and sacrificed to safeguard our freedoms.
The school also paid tribute to the Royal
British Legion, which celebrates its centenary this year, as they have spent the
past century ensuring that the nation remembers and protects those who have
given up so much for us.

3

CATHOLIC LIFE

MACMILLAN CAKE SALE
Macmillan Cancer Support is one
of the largest British charities and
provides specialist health care,
information and financial support
to people affected by cancer.

It also looks at the social, emotional and
practical impact cancer can have, and
campaigns for better cancer care. This
year Our Lady and St. Bede Catholic
Academy raised over £700 for this very
special cause.

ADVENT
Our Advent journey began
with the colour purple being
very
visible throughout the school.
It is the liturgical colour for the
Season of
Advent. Both St. Mary and St,
Bede Hall were our main visual
focal points for Advent, with
our beautiful Nativity Cribs set
up at the back of St. Mary’s
Hall.
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CATHOLIC LIFE

This year our school Christmas Card was designed by Elisha in Year
10. Her amazing artwork was printed out onto cards which were
shared with the local community at Sainsbury’s! A number of pupils in our Community Team delivered the cards to the shoppers,
spreading some Christmas cheer!

During Advent we think of those less fortunate than ourselves and
as a school we continue to show our support and generosity with
our Food Hamper campaign. The hampers were distributed to families in our local parishes. Our food hampers included basics such as
tins, rice, pasta, sugar, coffee, tea and toiletries, along with
some Christmas treats, biscuits, crisps and cakes! As always, our pupils were extremely generous and we collected over 200 hampers
for families in our local area during the last week of term.
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COMPASS REVIEW

CAREERS

Our most recent COMPASS evaluation
carried out in conjunction with Tees Valley Careers highlighted our outstanding
CEIAG provision with 100% coverage of
ALL 8 Gatsby Benchmarks. A big thank you
to everyone who helps to provide our pupils with such outstanding Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance.
Here are some of the many varied CEIAG
Activities that contributed to our Outstanding
Compass evaluation.
•All subject areas have been working hard
to highlight subject specific Careers links in
their lessons as part of our new OLSBMASTER
Teaching & Learning Framework. Here is an
example from the History Department.
•ALL Year Groups have been focussing on Careers in their Holistic
Development lessons during Half Term 2 and moving forward into Half
Term 3. This included a Virtual Work Experience Programme for ALL
Year 9 pupils.
•Year 10 & Year 11 have had input in Holistic Development lessons
from the Job Centre Plus team regarding employability skills. A big
thank you to Susan and Adil for this.
•The Job Centre Plus Team have also been mentoring a small group
of Year 11 boys identified by Miss Myers, Head of Year 11 , as needing
support transitioning from Year 11 to post 16 opportunities.

6

CAREERS

•Mr Healey and Mr Wardman’s Alternative Curriculum Group have also
benefited from the expertise of the Job Centre Plus Team in their lessons.
•Almost ALL of our Year 11 pupils have received 1:1 guidance from a fully
qualified and impartial Careers Adviser to help them with deciding their
next steps once they leave Our Lady & St. Bede. We are in the process
of mopping up any absentees this Half Term. A big thank you to Ian, an
old friend of OLSB and his team from Stockton Borough Council “Youth
Directions”. Here is a quote from Ian about his work with our Year 11s.
“I’ve really enjoyed being back in OLSB and talking with your students, as
you have a set of Year 11s who are an absolutely lovely group of young
people and a credit to your school.”
•Year 11 pupils have benefitted from a series of Assemblies and break
and lunch time drop-in sessions from a wide variety of Post-16 providers,
including local 6th Form Colleges, local Further Education Colleges, local
independent training providers and organisations to raise pupil awareness of Apprenticeship opportunities.

•Years 10 and 11 have also benefited from Awareness of Apprenticeship Op-

portunities workshops led by Jo at Ask Apprenticeships during Holistic development lessons.
•Years 10 & 11 have also benefitted from drop- in Careers sessions from Stockton 6th Form College Careers Adviser, Lauren and her colleagues, focussing
on specific Career areas and subjects available to study at 6th Form.
•Lauren has also started to see some Year 9 pupils on a 1:1 basis to discuss
their Career aspirations and GCSE option choices.
•ALL Year 9 pupils enjoyed watching a thoroughly entertaining and informative production from Enact Theatre Group, encouraging them to start thinking
seriously about their forthcoming GCSE Option Choices and possible Post-16
pathways.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

DROP DOWN DAYS

As part of our Personal Development agenda, we currently
have three ‘drop down’ days per academic year. The first of
our days in October focused on the theme ‘Everyone Welcome,
Everyone Equal’. There were three main sessions throughout the
day where pupils reflected on the topics of Racism, Religious
Discrimination and Sexual Harrasment.
Our February Drop Down Day will focus on Friendships and Fallouts, Team-building and Communication, Public Sexual Harrassment and will include two external speakers... More on this in our
Summer newsletter!

PASSION PROJECT
The Passion Project is a new and exciting Enrichment Club
launched by one of our Yr11 pupils Skye W. Skye wanted to create a safe space for all pupils to discuss and educate themselves
on key issues such as homophobia, racism, ablism and sexism.
This club will launch in Half Term 4. More on this club in our next
Newsletter!

RESPECT ME- YEAR 9
Some of the year 9 pupils attended a 6-week program on ‘How to
be a leader’ which was ran by ‘Respect ME’. Respect ME has Christian values at its heart and seeks to equip, empower, and build up
young people to be the best they can be, breaking down the lies of
the media to help them understand their value, giving them a hope
and a future. During the 6-week program the pupils unpacked the
“R” word (respect) and considered what it means to respect others
and what this looks like in their own lives. The sessions highlighted
that respect is a choice and how important our choices are in terms
of responding to situations. They also looked at ‘media and mind’
- to help critically analyse unrealistic, inaccurate, and negative
portrayals of relationships and sex in the media.
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The Pupil Leadership Team was re-launched in September this year,
with over 150 pupils across the school applying to be in one of our
four teams;
1. Community
2. Communication
3. Social
4. Sport

HEAD PUPILS
For the first time ever, this year, Our Lady and St Bedehave decided to introduce year 11 Head Pupils. This consists of two Head Pupils and two Deputy Head pupils. 21 year 11 applied and created
a campaign video which was shown to all pupils across school.
Pupils then voted for their two head pupils in an election style system. Once the votes were counted, the top 8 pupils were invited
to interview with Mrs Wilkinson, Mrs Burns (Deputy Head), Mrs Shields
(Assistant Head) and Mr Lee (Chair of Govenors). The eight finalists were incredibly impressive on interview and selecting the Head
pupils was extremely tough. Please read below to find out who our
new Head Pupils are!

PUPIL LEADERSHIP TEAM

LEADERSHIP LAUNCH

Hi everyone! This is Ella S and Ted M and we are the head pupils
at our school. We love our new roles as it gives us the opportunity to interact with different pupils and listen to their suggestions
about how to improve school; and make it more enjoyable for
everyone. As lead pupils, we focus on ensuring everyones voices are heard so everyone gets a say in what they want. In this
school year, we are really trying to focus on all pupils feeling at
one with one another and God in school; even more so after being separated in the previous year due to covid restrictions.
Also, we took these roles to try and have a true impact on our
school community; wether thats socially, academically or physically. We are always open to new suggestions and thoughts,
which pupils can give via us personally or by using our anonymous suggestion box in hall A!
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YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMINATIONS

YEAR 11

The beginning of November sawYear 11 sit a set of mock examinations. Before this, lesson time was focused on achievement
through a six-week plan that was followed. Pupils also attended
revision sessions during lunch time and afterschool to prepare
for their examinations.
During the eight-day examination period, the behaviour and
attitude of Year 11 was exemplary The resilience and hardworking attitude shown throughout this time was fantastic. This was
recognised and celebrated by school with a Year 11 rewards
breakfast, which was enjoyed by all. Well done to all of Year 11!
Top 3 attainment (highest average grades):
Isla M (8.4)
Adam L (8.2)
Isabel M(8.1)
Top 3 progress:
Lucas D (+3.08)
Finley O(+2.78)
Megan W(+2.78)
Alyssia H
Well done to Alyssia who recently performed at Billingham Forum, as
Polly in the pantomime, Treasure Island. A lot of hard work and dedication was put into rehearsals by Alyssia to make her role extra special. Alyssia managed to do all this and keep up with her schoolwork.
Well done. We are very proud of you Alyssia!
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100% Attendance

Victor A
Spenser B
Hayden C
Grace C
Felix C
Millie C
Jack C
Harrison C
Lucas D
Grace D
Alexander G
Thomas G
Lagi J
Amy L
Francesca L
Themba M
Isabel M
Isla M
Rhiannon N
Emily R
Grace R
Corey S
Rebecca T
Charlotte W
Ellie W
Thomas W

YEAR 11

A huge well done to the following 26 pupils, who have since
September had 100%. This is a fantastic achievement, especially
given the current climate. They have showed great willingness
and resilience towards their studies and showed how much they
value their Year 11 final year of education here at Our Lady and
St. Bede. Well done!
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YEAR 10

YEAR 10 MOCK EXAMINATIONS
Yr10 have just completed their mock exams in the second week
back at school. Prior to the exams, they commenced a six-week
plan focused on working towards their first set of GCSE Mock
Examinations. The behaviour and work ethic of the year group
during this time was exceptional. This fantastic, hardworking attitude continued throughout the eight-day examination period.
Staff are very pleased with the mature and conscientious attitude shown by all. The exam week was extremely successful. Pupils worked hard, their conduct was exceptional. This is pleasing,
considering the lockdown’s that we have had and the lack of
examination practice the Yr10’s have had due to this. Well done

ACHIVEMENT POINTS
A big well done goes to the following pupils, who have gained
the most class charts positive points within Year 10 so far this year.
To reach the top ten shows an amazing commitment to learning and positive approach to school life. Well done to all pupils
who are regularly getting positive points in recognition of their
achievements, both in the classroom environment and also extra-curricular.
Emmanuel A
Zdenek F
Dagmara P
Alfie W
Evie D
Kieran M
Jack D
Raine L
Alex H
Dylan S
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YEAR 10 GIRLS RUGBY

YEAR 10

A big well done to 3 Year 10 girls who play
rugby for Stockton Rugby club. Dagmara P,
Evie D and Seraphina M all represent the club
and have been competing in a number of
fixtures against other local rugby clubs since
lockdown restrictions have been lifted. All
three pupils have work hard in training on a
Wednesday evening at the club and have
been rewarded with some outstanding performances. Well done and keep going.

YEAR 10 SPORTS LEADERS

Our Lady and St Bede Yr10 Sports Leaders recently helped run the
Primary Stockton Indoor Athletics at Durham University. The pupils
were Evie D, Kieran M, Louisha O, Dagmara P and Archie S. They
ran the field events, helped coach and helped organise over 20
primary schools. The Young Leaders were all outstanding over the
two days. They showed such confidence in dealing with the pupils
and staff of the primary schools and were a credit to Our Lady and
St Bede Catholic Academy. The pupils were also interviewed by ITV
and Look North and had the chance to meet Stockton’s own silver
medal sprint star Richard Kilty.

Amy C competed at national standard in show jumping in Scotland
recently in the BS Winter Hickstead JC Qualifiers and also again at Aintree race course. She had a great first day on Ability B with a double
clear and placing which is a fantastic achievement. The Sunday was
even better, with Amy reaching top form on Miss Texas to get to round
2 of the winter JC Hickstead Qualifier, competing against the very best
in the UK. Well done Amy.

13

YEAR 9 ACHIEVEMENTS

YEAR 9

A huge well done to the following pupils who have gained the
highest amount of positive points in the year group. To be in the
top ten of the year is an amazing achievement and shows an excellent attitude towards learning and participation at extra-curricular activities.
Lily H
Miller S
Erin
Bell C
Aurora C
Maddie H
Kelsey E
Sola M
Liv R
Amelia F

CROSS COUNTY SUCCESS

Huge congraulations to Jessica and Jennifer
as both girls placed 4th and 6th for Cleveland
County. They have qualified for the English
Schools Cross Country Final in March, where
the top placed runners from across the country are competing. We are so proud to have
two exceptionally talented pupils representing
Our Lady and St Bede. We are so proud of you
both and your achievements.
Good luck in the finals!

ENGLAND TUMBLING SQUAD

After the trials last summer and the October competition, Lani has
been selected for the England Tumbling squad 2022. This involves attending training camps in both the UK and France and the potential
of international competitions. Hopefully 2022 will be a great year!!
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YEAR 8 ACHIEVEMENTS
Freddie B got very creative with his
Noah’s Ark RE homework this term
and is trying really hard in his lessons!

Elif has also achieved the following.…
2nd in last dance show
2nd in Ballet (novice section)
Won Most Promising Acrobat
Antonia also achieved the following last month…
1st in Tap Dance
1st in Character
1st in National
2nd in Ballet (novice open) and Song
3rd in Acro
Won all 6 solos (song and dance)

YEAR 8

Elif and Antonia where in Elf the Musical at The Margaret Armstrong Theatre in Stockton this Christmas.

VIRTUE ACKNOLWEDGEMENTS
Confidence
Logan Mis always such a model student who tries his best. He displays so many of the school values and is in competition with John
every morning to be the person who holds the door open for our
form. He has been doing excellent in RE recently and really building
up his confidence in class discussions.
Confidence
Faith P– singing a solo in our first year group assembly last half term.
Responsibility
Seamus O - Always trying his very best and having a mature approach to learning. He has been using his break and lunchtimes to
revise and study for his tests.
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Willingness
Eman E - Very helpful and punctual. Always participates in all
discussions and activities. Lots of positive feedback from other
teachers.
Respect
Dylan W- Helpful and mature. Great attitude towards staff and
peers.

YEAR 8

MESSAGE FROM MRS RHODES
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Dear Year 8, as you know I will be leaving this half term, moving
to a school closer to home in Northumberland. I cannot express
how much I have enjoyed being your Head of Year and how
proud I am of every single one of you. You are the best year
group ever! I will miss all of you immensely and wish you all the
luck in the world for your futures. As many of you know this is my
favourite prayer, I have shared it with you all before but please
remember the words and remember you will all, always be in my
thoughts and prayers.
Thank you for being the best year group I could have ever asked
for.
Goodbye and God Bless Year 8.
Mrs Rhodes

YEAR 7 ACHIEVEMENTS

Teesside Under 12 Table Tennis Champion
Congratulations to Jacob B who became the U12 Teesside champion after competing against 60 other young people.
To Stockton and Beyond! – Young Astronomy
Photographer of the Year 2021
Congratulations to Jay B who was shortlisted
for the youth category of the Astronomy Photographer of the Year 2021 competition with
Royal Observatory Greenwich. The competition was worldwide and we are sure you will
agree that the image Jay captured was stunning.

YEAR 7

Northern Ballet
Alice H is currently in her second year of training with Northern Ballet
Centre for Advanced Training Programmes. She goes every Monday, Wednesday after school ,and Saturday for 2 and a half hours.
She has made it through to the regionals of UDance Festival with
her contemporary dance group. As part of her dance group, she
attended a local competition and, after performing well at this was
invited to regionals which will take place in Newcastle in February.

Autumn Term Winners
Most virtue points (Half term 1): Harrison H
Most virtue points (Half term 2): Tadhg K
Most Class Charts Points (Half term 1): Charlie P
Most Class Charts Points (Half term 2): Tadhg K
Tutor commendations (Half term 1): Isabella B; Imogen L; Thomas G;
Amelie F; Matthew A; Charlie P; Eman A
Tutor commendations (Half term 2): Ethan H; Katie F; Lily O; Katie B;
Noah K; Tom W; Noah D Jay B; Aurora W; Jacob J; Amy M; Esha R;
Eloise C; Jack L; Poppy K and Kacper W
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WORLD PI DAY

MATHS

World Pi Day will be taking place on March 14th 2022 (3.14) where
pupils are invited to try to remember the number pi to as many
decimal places as they can.
(World Pi Day should not be confused with the slightly less prestigious National Pie Day which takes place on January 23rd and is
where people are encouraged to eat pies!)
The current school record is 100 decimal places.
π = 3.1415926535 8979323846 2643383279 5028841971 6939937510
5820974944 5923078164 0628620899 8628034825 3421170679

MATHS ENRICHMENT CLUBS
Mrs Smith continues to run her ever popular Crochet Club. We have
had over 40 students participating during two lunch times. Most students
started with doing some finger knitting to make friendship bracelets; they
have also learnt how to do slip knots and chain stitches.
Chess Club has proved to be more popular than ever with a dedicated
group of Year 7 and 8 pupils attending on Tuesday lunchtime. We have
purchased some additional sets to meet the increase in demand. It is
great to see the competitive but supporting way the pupils learn from
each other.
Miss Nolasco continues to run Journaling Club, where the students have
been recording their memories and important life events in a diary format. They have been using different media to help bring their page to
life, using scrapbooking and journaling.
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BLOOD BROTHERS

ENGLISH

On Thursday 3rd February, Year 11 pupils attended a performance
of Blood Brothers at Darlington Hippodrome. The trip, which was
organised by Miss Baxter, offered students a valuable insight into
the form of the play, which is an essential part of their GCSE studies. Pupils behaved impeccably and very much enjoyed their theatre experience, which was a first for some of our pupils. Pupils will
now be able to discuss their experience of seeing the play live as
part of their GCSE studies which will help them to enhance their
English Literature responses.

ENGLISH SUPPORT GROUPS
This year, we have developed several targeted support and intervention groups for our
pupils to help them achieve as best as possible in English and improve their literacy in
other subjects. Pupils are using a programme
called Reading Vipers to help them develop
their independent reading skills by breaking
texts down and encouraging comprehension. So far this year, pupils have engaged
with exciting texts such as the mysterious ‘A
Series of Unfortunate Events’ and the spine-tingling Room 13 in order to develop their reading skills. We would like to praise all pupils for
their excellent work during these lessons, and
in their other subjects where they are putting
their new reading skills to use.
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ENGLISH

WORLD BOOK DAY PREPARATION
Our very exciting preparations for
World Book Day 2022 have now begun! A whole week of celebrating
the wonder of reading will begin on
Monday 28th February, with interactive and engaging lessons for our pupils including a chance for pupils to
explore our library, enter competitions
and get creating in aid of promoting
reading across the school. The theme
for this year’s World Book Day is ‘You
are a reader’, and we are looking forwards to seeing pupils discover new
texts and unleash their ‘inner reader’
throughout the week.

CLASSCHARTS
Well done to the following tutor groups who have the highest positive points scores in their year group for their English lessons. We are
very proud of the hard work and commitment you have shown in
your English lessons:
Year 7- English Martyrs with 329 points
Year 8- St Bede with 306 points
Year 9- St Bede with 155 points
Year 10- St Teresa with 149 points
Year 11- St Bede with 81 points.
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KS3

SCIENCE

KS3 science students began the year by making the most of being back in the science labs and refreshing their investigation skills
through their ‘working scientifically’ unit. After learning about cells,
atoms and energy, the next term will explore electricity, forces
and chemical reactions.

KS4
Highlights in KS4 have included investigating
the effects of antibiotics on samples of bacteria and exploring internal organs.

SCIENCE CLUB
The popular Year 7 Science Club has experienced a wide variety of
investigations and skills including making and testing boats, parachutes and stress balls. They also helped to decorate the department for Christmas with periodic table banners – practising their
element symbols at the same time!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

COMMUNITY PROJECT
All students in Year 7
began their learning
journey with a transition
unit called ‘Belonging’.
This unit allows our students to understand
how they belong to a
community and why
communities are important. All Year 7 students were challenged
to design their own
community. The results
were amazing!

HOMEWORK
Our Key Stage 3 students continue to produce wonderful artwork,
which helps to bring our subject to life. Whilst studying a unit on Covenants, our Year 8 students created their own ark’s following a close
study of God’s covenant with Noah. Our Year 7 students have also been
looking at the Sacraments and one students has produced a fantastic piece of homework when tasked with being a wedding planner!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CAFOD WALK FOR HUNGER CAMPAIGN
We were delighted to be asked by CAFOD to create a portfolio of
photographs for their upcoming Lent campaign for 2022. Five Year
9 students were chosen and Mr Hughes and Miss Woollett took
these students to Preston Park to fulfil the brief sent by CAFOD. Our
students found the experience rewarding, inspiring and educational. It is hoped that the full portfolio will be used in promotional material for the campaign and distributed to every Catholic school in
the UK.

POSITIVE POINTS
As a department we are extremely proud of our students and the hundreds of positive points they have accumulated so far this year. These
points are rewarded for displaying our school virtues, behaviour, good
quality work and for being hardworking.

STILL TO COME...

On Wednesday 6th April 2022, we are delighted to welcome students
and staff from eight diocesan schools for the first Philosophy and Ethics
Conference with Dr Peter Vardy. 35 of our own students will represent
our school at this conference, where the aim will be to raise aspirations, debate a range of complex topics and help prepare our students for their next steps. These students will be selected based upon
current performance and potential from Year 10 and Year 11.
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HISTORY

So far in this academic year in History
we have been so proud of the excellent work and exciting opportunities
we have had. Within lessons, pupils
have been studying lots of thrilling
things, such as life in Middlesbrough
during the Industrial Revolution, investigating the murder of Thomas
Becket and making judgements
about the East Anglian Witch Hunts.
8 St. Cuthbert were especially enthusiastic about ‘Who had it worse
in the 17th century.’ Maddie B and
Izzy W rumbled the class when carrying out the class debate. We are
privileged to have so many excellent
public speakers amongst our pupils!

CAREERS FOR HISTORIANS
The Year 10 pupils have recently been carrying out careers lessons
based on the transferrable skills History provides them. Pupils were
able to understand the variety of careers that they can go on to
carry out after they leave school and made links between these
careers and what they have been doing in lesson that would help
them. Careers we’ve looked at so far include a stock market analyst,
project manager at the Foreign Commonwealth Office, a games
developer, and an architect. As a result, pupils feel a lot more confident and educated on the plethora of transferrable skills History has
provided them with and are excited about where History can take
them.
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HISTORY

CLUBS IN HISTORY

There are lots of extremely exciting extra-curriculum clubs that have been on
offer in History. Our Year 9 and 11 pupils
have had the opportunity to take part in
the Young Citizens Bar Mock Trial. The application was particularly tough this year,
with around 80 applicants wanting to
take part. We have 30 pupils across both
year groups taking part. In this, our pupils
take on roles within a law court and act
out a case. The three cases our pupils
have prepared for are: harassment, ABH
and witness intimidation. A barrister from
London is working to coach the Year 11
pupils on their cases and the magistrates
at Teesside Combined Court are supporting out Year 9 pupils. The pupils have
put lot of independent work into this
and have proven to be exceptionally
talented legal eagles! The cases will be
performed in March in competition with
other top schools across the North East.

We also have a History club that runs every Monday lunchtime. Our
pupils have been exposed to topics in Classical Civilisation such as
Ancient Greeks, Romans and Egyptians. Pupils have been
extremely enthusiastic in the club and really enjoyed carrying out the act of mummification with
tomatoes. Pupils especially loved seeing the results
after leaving the tomatoes for two weeks. Pupils
have also been carrying out a Holocaust project
in preparation for Holocaust Memorial Day. This
includes researching information about victims of
the Holocaust and putting together a display with
poems, prayers, and information packs to educate others. The pupils have been extremely empathetic and have created an excellent remembrance display that will be used in our Holocaust
Memorial Day assembly.
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GEOGRAPHY

This term Year 8 got creative when learning about the structure of a hurricane.
The students created pop-up hurricanes
in their books and annotated the key features. This allowed students to see what
a hurricane looks like and have a better
understanding of how they are formed.
Following this lesson students analysed
the effects of both Hurricane Katrina and
Hurricane Irma. Studying effects of tropical storms evoke virtues of gratitude as
we locally cannot get this type of hazard
as well as curiosity with an engaging topic. Students also created their own hurricane as homework using their knowledge from lessons on the location and
formation of tropical storms. Students
mapped out a route for a hurricane that
they could name after themselves. They
included reasoning behind everything
they drew and explained, along with
annotations, how the hurricane forms
and effects ofnthe area it hits. This links
perfectly to a career in the MET office,
mapping pathways of hurricanes. Well
done Year 8, what an excellent end to
our weather and climate topic.

GEOGRAPHY CLUB

HURRICANEYEAR 8

Geography Club this year has been massively popular with all pupils from Year 7 to Year 11. We regularly get around 20 pupils each
Monday lunch who thoroughly enjoy the club and in total 56 on the
Geography Club register.
“Geography club is very fun, we play lots of games such as bin ball,
have quizzes and play the chase which tests us on our wider geographical knowledge. My favourite game is bin ball where we get
tested on our general knowledge on countries and capitals around
the world” – Jay B
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For the first time starting this September Miss Thornton set up an
invitation only club whereby pupils who are keen Geographers
could collaborate and bring ideas and opinions to the table, helping to spread awareness of worldwide issues. Already the group of
15 pupils across all year groups have attended a trust wide mini
COP26 conference sharing ideas about how the Bishop Hogarth
Trust could be more sustainable and the steps that can be made
in the next few years. Miss Thornton was incredibly proud of ‘MAP’,
named by the pupils themselves, and is extremely excited at the
ideas and opportunities to come. The pupils recently finished recording speeches outlining the concerns or hopes linked to climate change on the back of the COP26 conference. Each pupil
received a certificate outlining the values and skills they had developed.
“During my time in MAP I have learnt what COP26 is and written
my own speech addressing climate change and especially the
end of coal power. Also, I have learnt about other issues in the
world including conflict and agriculture. I feel I have become
more knowledgeable of world issues and feel more inclined to
help in the local community” - Dylan B Year 9
“By being part of MAP I have discovered new topics within Geography through creating my speech and presentation. As well
as my Geographical knowledge I have gained confidence in my
writing, planning and presenting skills and especially projecting my
voice. MAP makes it members willing to learn through activities of
which all are a huge career benefit for our future.” - Ernes P Year 8

GEOGRAPHY

MEGA MINDED ABLE PEOPLE (MAP GROUP)
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MFL

CELEBRATING OUR EAL PUPILS!
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The MFL department has taken the
challenge this year
in celebrating diversity in our school
by highlighting the
contributions
our
EAL pupils make to
our school life and the important role they play in enriching our
diverse school community.
As a Catholic school, our ethos and values carry across all languages and our diversity is one of our greatest assets. With our
EAL Celebration display, the MFL department takes pride in recognising the massive effort our EAL pupils make every day and
we are immensely proud of their effort in immersing themselves
in our school. We would like to thank Sashwin M., Sam G., Aimee
J., Christina C., Sasha A., Karolina P., Amelia B., Etinosa O.,
Felicity C., for producing such thoughtful and creative written
pieces in their mother tongues and translated them into English
so we can all understand more about them, their countries and
culture. This has been such an enriching experience!
We cannot thank Aurora
from 9SC enough for translating our beautiful school
prayer into Mandarin, her
mother tongue. She took
this opportunity during a
staff briefing to read us the
Mandarin version of our
prayer and transformed
something commonplace in our school into something unfamiliar
so that we could all for a moment put ourselves in the shoes of
an EAL pupil. It was such a moving, invaluable and enlightening
experience appreciated by all staff members!

Since September 2021, pupils of all years have engaged in a whole
school language competition on the Languagenut app, where
they have been learning a foreign language whilst having fun! The
more games they play in order to practise their linguistic skills (Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking), the more points they get to
rank in the school top 10! They get prizes such as sweets, early lunch
passes, Classcharts points, a certificate and even a nomination for
the Fab Friday where they get a hot chocolate at break!
The MFL department has the honour of displaying half-termly the
names of the school top 10 pupils in our corridor. This was our top 10
students awarded in HT2, congratulations!
Furthermore, the form group ranking first also receive a tub of sweets
and a certificate. 7EM SPANISH WAS AWARDED NUMBER ONE IN
HALF TERM 1 AND 2! Will they keep their place at the top of the
league in the next half term?

MFL

MFL LANGUAGENUT SCHOOL COMPETITION!
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COMPUTER SCIENCE/ PE

CYBERFIRST COMPETITION
The Computer Science department run a cyber security
competition on an annual basis with girls in Y8. The competition is organised by GCHQ who provide signals and intelligence to the UK government and armed forces. We had
3 teams taking part this year and one of our teams ‘The USBees’ has made it to the semi-final of the competition.
On Saturday 5th of February they competed at Teesside University. The Team included Lucy, Isobel, Penny and Rosie.
The team came second in the North East, which means they
came in the top 20 out of 1800 teams around the country!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION- INTER-FORM
Every half term the PE department hold a competition between form
groups in their year. So far, we have done the following sports.

Year 9 pupils competed in an inter-form volleyball tournament.
Going into the final match, 9 St Mary and 9 St Peter and Paul were
joint on points with an equal number of wins. 9 St Mary managed
to secure the overall victory after a close game between the two

forms.
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Pupils from Our Lady and St Bede took part in the Stockton Schools
Cross Country Finals. The pupils were fantastic in cold and wet
conditions, and all should be proud of their achievements.
Special mention goes to the OLSB Prelim Boys team (Year 7), which
came home overall WINNERS of the Stockton District Final and to
the Prelim Girls team (Year 7), who came 3rd overall. Two fantastic
results.
Finally, a huge congratulations to the following pupils with their
positions. They qualify to represent Stockton District at the Cleveland County Cross Country Finals in January.
Prelim Boys (Year 7) T. Gaston (6th) A. Turner (7th) H. Hayle (12th)
Junior Girls (Years 7/8) J. Iceton (2nd)
Junior Boys (Years 7/8) M. Squires (12th)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

CROSS-COUNTRY

CLEVELAND DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY FINAL.
All pupils were fantastic in their race
and should be proud of what they have
achieved.
Year 7: H. Hayle 35th I. Coates 20th A.
Turner 17th T. Gaston 15th
Year 9: M. Squires 32nd J. Thomas 4th J.
Iceton 2nd
Good luck to J. Thomas and J. Iceton
who will go on to represent Cleveland
County at the regional finals.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

GIRLS FOOTBALL
The Year 7 girls’ football team took part
in the Stockton Schools 5-a-side tournament. The girls all performed brilliantly
in some close matches, a special mention to the goalkeeper Charlotte H who
made some fantastic saves. Overall,
the girls finished 2nd place in the district
which is an amazing achievement. Well
done girls!

INDOOR ATHLETICS
Year 7 and 8 pupils competed in the Stockton Schools Indoor
Athletics Competition.
All pupils took part in a range of running, jumping, and throwing
events. We had some pupils winning events and all pupils represented the school remarkably.
Congratulations to the Year 7 Boys’ & Girls’ teams who finished

GIRLS RUGBY

The U15 Girls Rugby Team took part in their first rugby tournament of
the year. Their exceptional efforts secured them 2nd place overall. A
massive well done to all the girls who played, they represented themselves and the school outstandingly!
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Over the last half term, we have been focusing on Careers within
our Holistic Development (HD) lessons, across all year groups. In Y7
our pupils start out by exploring employability competencies and
skills, highlighting their own strengths and linking them to different
careers to understand why such skills are important in the world of
work. Yr8 builds upon this with a greater focus on teamwork and
leadership before going on to challenge some of the stereotypes
past and present that may hinder peoples’ career choices. In Yr9
our pupils have been on a virtual work experience at REED education, which has enlightened them to several different job roles that
facilitate the day-to-day running of a company. In turn, they have
further consolidated the work of Yr7 and Yr8, looking at the skills
needed to be successful in these roles. Y10 have been learning
about Labour Market Information, helping them identify sectors
with large job vacancies, along with the skills, characteristics and
experience required. This will hopefully have inspired our Yr10 students to work hard towards their GCSEs, continue to develop their
skills beyond the academic setting of lessons and aspire to create a bright future for themselves. Finally, our Yr11 students have
been learning about CVs, cover letters and interview preparation.
Through this progressive and enriching sequence of learning, pupils can flourish in their career aspirations. Please see the example
of a Y7’s careers work booklet below:

HOLISTIC EDUCATION

CAREERS FOCUS

Half Term 4
Y7 – Friends and Family /
My Life on Screen
Y8 – First Aid
Y9 – Smoking, Alcohol
and Drugs
Y10 – Smoking, Alcohol
and Drugs
Y11 – Abuse and Solidarity
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ART AND DESIGN
Aryanna C
Year 7 DT

34

Christina C
Year 11 Fine Art

ART AND DESIGN

Matthew A
Year 7 7ST

All of 10C Three-Dimensional Design!
Incredibly proud of Isabelle, Tida, George D,
George M, Benjamin,
Harley, Oliver, Ella, Lewis,
Halffie, Adam, Alfie and
Hannah for their hard
work and outcomes on
their first GCSE project.
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ART AND DESIGN
Evie H
Year 10SP DT
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Oscar M
Year 7 SM DT

ART AND DESIGN

John N
Year 8SB Art

Serena R
7 St. Joseph
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ART AND DESIGN
Abbie M
9 St. Joseph
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Lani R
9 St. Joseph

ART AND DESIGN

Spike F
11 St. Mary

Laura K
10 St. Terisa
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PERFORMING ARTS

CHRISTMAS LITURGY

In the final week of the winter term, we were able to share our
Christmas Liturgy with staff and pupils during school time. Over 50
pupils got involved and shared their talents of music, singing and
drama to put together a real polished performance.
The 45-minute liturgy was led by the Y10 GCSE Drama class who
devised and performed the readings/reflections. The School Choir
and Worship Choir joined forces to lead the carol singing with soloist Isabella B singing the opening verse of Once In Royal David’s
City.
Worship Choir performed a beautiful version of ‘Mary Did You
Know?’ and Macey H sung an incredible version of ‘Light of the
World’ accompanied by the choirs and live band.
We were super proud with the efforts of all pupils involved – it was
a long day of 5 liturgies but each and every performance was to
an exceptional standard. Well done!

SINGING IN THE COMMUNITY

Due to a loosening of restrictions, we
were able to take the choir to sing out in
the community and spread some festive
cheer! Our first outing was to Sainsbury’s
where we spent the afternoon greeting shoppers with our music – we were
thrilled to finally be back performing! Miss
Thornton led the choir while Mr Walker
accompanied on piano. The next stop
on our Stockton tour was singing in the
Castlegate Shopping Centre. Both performances drew crowds of passers-by and
the choir were able to raise over £300!
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UKULELE ORCHESTRA
PERFORMING ARTS

Miss Conway’s Ukulele Orchestra are
working hard each week to develop their knowledge of chords and
strumming patterns. Before Christmas,
they rehearsed and recorded “Last
Christmas” which can still be viewed
on the school Facebook page. The
orchestra has musicians from Yr7-10
and it’s lovely to see them all working
together and helping each other out.

OLSB Bloco

Rehearsals with the OLSB Bloco
(drumming ensemble) continue on
a Wednesday lunchtime. They’re
working hard to create a top-quality
ensemble and should be proud of
the progress they’ve made so far this
year...Mr Walker certainly is!
If you’d like to join, come to MU1 on
a Wednesday lunchtime (1st half)

HAIRSPRAY

We’re delighted to announce that we will be putting on a full-scale
end of year show and have secured the rights to ‘Hairspray’! This
will be the first musical the school has put on since 1978 (‘Joseph’) though there have been many fantastic pantomimes and concerts.
We had an initial audition process in January where we saw a huge
uptake. This has resulted in a cast of 65 performers with representation
from all year groups.
As a Performing Arts dept., we cannot wait to (finally) welcome you
into our theatre space and put on display the incredible skills and
talents of our pupils!
Ticket information will be released soon and Hairspray will be performed on the evening of 6th, 7th & 8th July 2022. See you there!
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ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM

In the Autumn term,
students have been
engaged in numerous activities and
educational
visits.
Our Year 10 cohort,
who are completing
their Personal Development Program
(PDP) have completed activities to
contribute to their
portfolio. Activities
have included bike maintenance and car maintenance and
some basic cooking skills. As part of their car maintenance module, students took an educational visit to Redline Specialist Cars
who provided a tour around their showroom and a chance to
speak to employers in accounting, sales and mechanics. After
February half term the class will be focusing on woodwork, gardening and careers.

Our Year 11 students are completing their Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) which pushes students to complete projects. For
working with others, the students were given the challenge to plan
and deliver a Christmas Afternoon Tea for staff in the school. The
team really came together to provide a brilliant afternoon for staff
and it was a great success. As for the discussion module, the
students were given the task
to hold a discussion with a
careers advisor to discuss
their post 16 options. In
preparation for their assessed discussion, the Year
11 students also went to Redline Specialist Cars to talk to
employers regarding potential careers and their career
pathway.
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I have lived a rather nomadic life, travelling from all over the United States
to the Middle East and finally to good
old Stockton and I have never felt at
home as much as I have in a library.
In fact, for as long as I can remember
I have loved being a patron of my local library. As a student I have fond
memories of spending many hours doing research and reading for pleasure, when time allowed, in the library.
As your school librarian I am passionate
about honing our library services to reflect
your emotional and educational needs.

LITERACY

NEW LIBRARIAN

The library is the heart of our community. By creating a warm and
welcoming space my aim is for you all to develop a special affinity with the library. With a range of books to fit every interest,
reading level, and ability, our collection is growing every day!
I am excited to share some of the great events
coming
soon:
World
Book
Day,
Carnegie
Medal Shadowing, Book Talk,
and much, much more!
We have also launched The Student Librarian programme, training under a special scheme to learn skills for lifelong learning.
The library is open daily before, during, and after school.
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