AN OFFI CI AL OPENI NG
We are honoured to have had our official opening by Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of
County Durham Mrs Sue Snowdon on the 3rd of May, 2022. Student Librarians along with
the Head Boy and Head Girl were on hand to make the event a successful event to
celebrate our new library. It was also a fantastic kick-off to our Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations in honour of Queen Elizabeth II’s 70 year reign.

D E M O C R A C Y WE E K
The library focused on the celebration of the democratic
process and encourage democratic participation in line
with the Our Lady and St Bede Catholic Academy’s
Democracy week. From infographics to displays, we
highlighted some of the big milestones of democratic
history especially women’s participation.

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH
For many of us, talking about mental health and mental illness is hard. But we are stronger
together, and one of the most empowering things about speaking up is the knowledge
that you are not alone, no matter how you may feel otherwise. Sharing your experiences
can be a great way to find solace in times of need. But it is important to recognise that
social media, news, books, people, food, whatever you put into your system - mind, body,
soul, spirit - will always affect your energy, which affects your mindset, your values and
beliefs. Even if you're not conscious of it.
MINDFUL READI NG
Reading is a great way to encourage positive self-reflection, awareness, and critical
thinking. This helps children develop academically as well as on a more personal level.
Reading is a simple and effective way to reduce stress.
Stories are a captivating way to share knowledge, values, and beliefs. They’re also a
powerful vehicle for self-discovery. And what better way to escape into the world of stories
than by picking up a book from your library.
In fact, just 6 minutes of reading can reduce stress levels by 68% according to researchers
from the University of Sussex. Mindful Reading asks that you read slowly enough to
compartmentalize more impactful morsels of information, as it comes in, for a greater
sense of peace. You take what's resonates, leave what doesn't, and note what falls into
neither camp and is perhaps expanding your awareness. This asks that you take time after
you've read each book to allow your conscious mind to process what comes up.

Happy reading,

We recognise the importance of promoting discussions of mental health. So, in
no particular order, here are some stunning fiction books that handle mental
health.
Are We all Lemmings and Snowflakes
by Holly Bourne
ZPD 4.7
After her most recent mental health crisis, Olive is offered the chance to attend
Camp Reset. But as she settles in, she starts to wonder if it's the world that needs
fixing, not her.

The Astonishing Colour of After
by Emily Pan
ZPD 4.8
After her mother's death, grief-stricken Leigh Sanders travels to Taiwan to stay
with grandparents she has never met. She believes her mother has turned into a
bird and is determined to find her

Turtles all the Way Down
by John Green
ZPD 5.6
The search for a fugitive billionaire is a springboard to an examination of sixteenyear-old Aza's anxiety disorder

Guts
by Raina Telegemeier
ZPD 2.6
When stomach problems cause Raina to develop food anxiety and miss school,
she learns to deal with both the physical and emotional challenges of school.

The Boy in the Black Suit
by Jason Reynolds
ZPD 4.8
Soon after his mother's death, Matt takes a job at a funeral home in his tough
Brooklyn neighbourhood and begins to accept her death and his responsibilities
as a man.

This month, Student Librarians have been helping with creating book lists and displays. Our
aim has been to promote uplifting and inspirational titles. The Student Librarians have
exceeded expectations in their contribution to the library’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations.
Student Librarians will enter the program in September 2022. It is open to all students in Y8
-Y10. Please see Ms. Jawaid if you’re interested in joining.

Starring Tracy Beaker
by Jacqueline Wilson
ZPD 4.9
When the school put on a Christmas play, Tracy is keen to get the lead role especially as her mum might come and watch her! But when Justine pushes
Tracy too far, things start going wrong for Tracy.

Wink
by Rob Harrell
ZPD 3.9
After being diagnosed with a rare eye cancer, twelve-year-old Ross discovers
how music, art, and true friends can help him survive both treatment and middle
school.

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan
ZPD 4.5
Troubled kid Percy Jackson discovers that he is the only half-blood alive who can
stop a war of the gods. Will he succeed or will there be Hades to pay

Now or Never: A Dunkirk Story
by Bali Rai
ZPD 5.0
Private Fazal Khan is proud to be supporting the British in WW2. As events in France
take a turn for the worse, the frightening retreat to Dunkirk becomes nothing
compared to the betrayal he and his comrades face at the point of rescue.

The library was officially opened by Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of County Durham ,Mrs
Sue Snowdon, on the 3rd of May, 2022. Student Librarians along with the Head Boy and
Head Girl were on hand to make the event a successful event to celebrate our new library.
Mrs Snowdon spoke about her love of reading and complimented the welcoming space in
the library. Head Girl, Ella and Head Boy, Ted thanked Headteacher, Mrs Wilkinson as well
our librarian, Ms Jawaid for making the library, “a safe space for all pupils; giving them quiet
to read, study or just be still. “
The library aims to continue growing and embracing its position as the heart of the
academy.

The library is open at social times and after school to pupils
for studying, reading, and revision. We have enrichments
running throughout the week during break, lunch, and after
school.
We have laptops available for pupils to quiz on their
Accelerated Reading books. The library also offers themed
activities for pupils to take part in.
The library is launching a Poetry Slam Club following the very
enthusiastic response to our Poetry Slam last month. This club
will endeavour to discuss, write, and perform all facets of
poetry.

Our Patrons of the Written Word ‘shadowers’
worked on special projects to champion their
books of choice. Harrison baked a cake

referencing a recipe from Cane Warriors and
Jenna created a playlist to accompany Guard
Your Heart.

The Shadowers meet weekly and are now ready to vote for their favourite read to win the
Shadowers’ Choice Awards.

The library invited the whole school to a door-decorating contest in celebration of
the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Student Librarians worked alongside pupil patrons of the
library to come up with some very creative and beautiful decorations.
Alston C,.Y7, Jenna M. Y10, and Rhiannon N. Y11 all took time our of their breaks and
lunch to drop by the library and help with our door! I’m especially appreciative of the
student librarians: Teagan, Isabel, Oliver, and Harrison for their hard work.
From paper flowers, information sheets to creative collages, our students talents are
incredibly impressive.

The whole school took part in celebrating the Queen with their creative door decorating!

There are many occasions that mark out significant moments in the reign of
a monarch. These include celebrationssuch as anniversaries and birthdays,
but they also include events that are particular to a monarch. These significant dates
include the anniversary of their accession (the day that they became king or queen), their
coronation (the day on which they are crowned king or queen) and finally very special
occasions called Jubilees.
Jubilee is a celebration of the life and reign of a monarch. Jubilees
happen after certain lengths of time, making them all the more special.
To reflect how special these occasions are, each Jubilee is named after
a precious stone or material. After 25 years on the throne, a monarch
celebrates their Silver Jubilee; after 40 years they celebrate their Ruby
Jubilee; a Golden Jubilee marks 50 years; a Diamond Jubilee marks 60
years; a Sapphire Jubilee marks 65 years and finally 70 years is
celebrated with a Platinum Jubilee – that’s an incredibly long time on
the throne!
Queen Elizabeth II has celebrated many Jubilees during her long reign. Her first Jubilee,
saw her celebrate her 25 years as Queen in 1977.

To mark her Silver Jubilee, The Queen decided that she wished to meet as
many people as possible on a tour across the nation. She embarked on six
Jubilee tours in the UK and Northern Ireland, visiting 36 counties. In Glasgow
the crowds were the biggest the city had ever seen, and in Lancashire
more than a million people lined the streets!
Other special events were planned to mark the Jubilee. On the evening of
6 June 1977, The Queen lit a bonfire beacon at Windsor Castle which
started a chain of beacons across the country.
The Queen declared,' when I was twenty-one I pledged my life to the
service of our people and I asked for God’s help to make good that vow.
Although that vow was made in my salad days, when I was green in
judgement, I do not regret nor retract one word of it.’
Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Golden Jubilee in 2002, and her
Diamond Jubilee in 2012. In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will become the
first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee. To mark the 70 years of
Her Majesty’s reign, there will be many celebrations, including an extended
bank holiday weekend, public events, lighting of beacons, services,

Throne of Glass
by Sarah J Maas
ZPD 5.7
After a year of hard labour in the salt mines, Prince Dorian offers 18-year-old
assassin Celaena her freedom on the condition that she act as his champion in a
competition to find a new royal assassin.
King of Scars
by Leah Bardugo
ZPD 5.7
Nikolai Lantsov has always had a gift for the impossible. No one knows what he
endured in his country's bloody civil war, and he intends to keep it that way.
Red Queen
by Victoria Aveyard
ZPD 5.2
When her latent supernatural powers manifest in front of a noble court, Mare, a
thief in a world split between Red commoners and Silver superhumans, assumes
the role of a lost silver princess before risking everything to help a growing
rebellion.
The Cruel Prince
by Holly Black
ZPD 5.3
Jude, seventeen and mortal, gets tangled in palace intrigues while trying to win
a place in the treacherous High Court of Faerie, where she and her sisters have
lived for a decade.
The Princess in Black
by Shannon Hale
ZPD 3.2
When trouble raises its blue monster head, Princess Magnolia ditches her flouncy
dresses and becomes the Princess in Black.

Red White and Royal Blue
by Casey McQuiston
ZPD 6.2
When Alex, son of the US president, gets into an altercation with the British prince,
both nations decide to stage a truce.
The Princess and the Suffragette
by Holly Webb
ZPD 4.8
All across London in 1913, women are uniting in their desire for a vote. Life is dull
for Lottie until she sneaks out of school to attend a Suffragette demonstration.
Lottie is swept up in the movement and uncovers a secret about her missing
mother.
Until We Win
by Linda Newberry
ZPD 4.3
When Lizzy meets Julia and Elsie, her life is transformed. They're Suffragettes,
fighting for Votes for Women. Lizzy is soon caught up in the heat of the cause. But
direct action places the Suffragettes in danger of prison - and worse.
Things a Bright Girl Can Do
by Sally Nicholls
ZPD 5.8
Evelyn is rich and clever but is not allowed to go to university. May campaigns
tirelessly for women's votes and she meets Nell, whom she falls in love with. How
much are they all willing to sacrifice for their freedom?
The Royal Rebel: The Life of Suffragette Princess Sophia Duleep Singh
by Bali Rai
ZPD 4.4
The daughter of the last Sikh ruler of the Punjab and goddaughter of Queen
Victoria, Princess Sophia Duleep Singh's upbringing left her unsure about where
she belonged - in India or England. Sensitive to injustice, she became a
Suffragette.

https://ukhosted35.renlearn.co.uk/2234318

Login to a computer.
Go to Start Menu.

Click on “Accelerated Reader”.

Login to a computer.
Open the internet browser.
Reading Books Are
Compulsory Equipment
If you need a reading
book, please see your
English teacher or the
librarian, Ms Jawaid.

Use our school’s unique URL to go to our
Accelerated Reader page.
Login as a student.

Choose Accelerated Reader to quiz on
a book or check your bookshelf.

